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5786: a year of
connection and color

This year on the CBI campus has been
particularly vibrant, as we hosted two
site-specific art installations, a Selichot
Teshuvah Journey to welcome the
High Holidays and The Modern
Mishkan just this month in the leadup
to Shavuot.



Throughout the year,  our l ittlest artists were hard at play
at The Jennifer Barnum Luria Early Childhood Center ,
which just celebrated its second year.  

58 children are enrolled, under the guidance of 
16 talented teachers
8 classrooms are now open (out of the 10 available)
Students enjoy outdoor play in our new, l icensed Fun
Ground on the CBI Plaza, weekly Shabbat celebrations
with CBI clergy, and joyful ,  hands-on holiday
programs



The Jennie is a true
source of
community, with
monthly parent
coffees, an active
parent committee,
and families
continuing their
connection with
CBI after their
students graduate.

In fact, our Religious
School enrolled its
first former Jennie
student this year!



Our arts-integrated Religious School  continues
to thrive with:

329 students in grades PreK-12
A dedicated corps of 24 madrichim and 11
madrichim-in-training, honing leadership
skil ls (and earning their f irst paychecks) as
teaching assistants
Family programs for each grade
Our youth Oneg! Choir and Oneg! Band
bringing music and joy to monthly
Shabbatot and holiday celebrations



Our students learn and grow
beyond the classroom, with: 

20 teens traveling to San
Francisco to study environmental
justice and Los Angeles to explore
social justice. 

Our annual L’taken trip to
Washington, DC was cancelled
due to weather, but we’re
already counting down the
days till next year’s…

106 students (that we know of)
are heading off to Jewish
sleepaway camp this year

79 to BB camp and 27 to URJ
Camp Kalsman
Don’t spoil the surprise, but
the CBI clergy will be sending
them a postcard greeting
from home!



Teen Connection, Leadership,
and Learning
CBI teens continued building community with
one another-- and with clergy, mentors,  and the
wider Portland community.  

Building Jewish Community

Shared dinner and learning in the homes of all
three CBI clergy, as well  as in the Modern
Mishkan 

37 middle school students participated in this
winter ’s CBI Shul-In

Teens planned and led community events
including Havdalah gatherings, games, dance
parties,  and talent shows

The Teen Oneg Band performed at Oneg
Shabbat services throughout the year

Middle school students helped organize and
run the CBI Purim Carnival for younger
students



Teen Service and Social Action

CBI teens put Jewish values into action through hands-on service
projects,  including:

Preparing winter meals and collecting gloves for Lift UP

Creating cards of encouragement for children supported by
Candlelighters Oregon

Wrapping gifts and preparing decorations for New Avenues for
Youth’s holiday f ree store

Designing artistic “go bags” for Mitzvah Day volunteers Learning
Beyond the Classroom

Participated in Teen Tashlich and a dedicated Teen High Holiday
service

Learned f rom community leaders including State
Representative Dacia Grayber

Visited the Schnitzer Collection for a special art tour and
learning experience with museum educators



At CBI,  we are always learning .  each Saturday,
scholars gather in person and online for Torah Study
with CBI clergy and scholars around the world! While
our Adult Education Committee 

screened It Is No Dream, a 2012 documentary that
explores the the l ife of Theodor Herzl
welcomed historian Lisa Sarashon to discuss Two
Centuries of Zionism
held a session on how to avoid
internet scams
coordinated a three part course
“Pariah State?”-Israel vs the
World with Rabbi Michael Z .
Cahana
discussed Heart Songs – A
Holocaust Memoir  with the
author,  congregant Barbara
Gilford
held a workshop with the ADL on
Effective Strategies for
Countering Antisemitism
and has events scheduled
throughout the summer!



Ambassador Deborah
Lipstadt was our 2026 Oseran
Family Lecturer, addressing
the community on “Eighty-
One Years After Liberation.”

For our annual Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Shabbat we
welcomed civil rights icon
Joan Trumphaur Mulholland
in conversaation with her son,
documentary filmmaker Loki
Mulholland.



No wonder our community is
growing!

This year, we welcomed 71 new member
households to CBI



Together, we celebrated:

34 B’nei Mitzvah
5 weddings
10 baby namings
10 conversions 
The Installation of
Senior Cantor Rayna
Green
The High Holidays,
during which we
welcomed 498
guests
Chanukah, with our
traditional light show
(complete with
inflatables) to bring
our community
together



Together, we celebrated:

Purim, with a live
version of our
Pandemic-era
Disney’s Enchanted
Purim Story Book
Passover, with so
many Seders: our
Women’s Seder, a
Community Seder
with JFCS, Omek
Young Adult Seder,
and a Musical
Haggadah
performance from
our Religious School
students



Together, we celebrated:
Special Shabbatot,
including 

Pride Shabbat
HIAS Refugee
Shabbat
Reproductive
Rights Shabbat
 JDAIM Shabbat
Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Shabbat

And we’re looking
forward to Shabbat on
the Plaza, travelling
Tot Shabbat, and two
Pride Parades this
summer!



There is something for eveyone at CBI.

Last year,  we introduced CBI Circles  as a
new way for members to connect
through shared interests and passions.
Nearly two years in,  the program has
grown f rom the Nachshon Nine
founding Circles into a sustained, lay-
leader-led structure for belonging.



Rolling into our second year of Circles,
we are thrilled to report

29 distinct Circles created since launch

Approximately 25 active Circles today

218 Circle gatherings and events tracked since
launch

2,073 participation touches across Circle
gatherings

More than 100 member-led gatherings per
year

Regular monthly activity across arts, culture,
service, Jewish learning, wellness, recreation,
music, writing, games, and support



Omek ,  our group for Jews in the 20s and
30s held a Yom Kippur Break Fast and a
Young Adult Seder

Brotherhood  brought opportunities for
service and fun to its members and the
greater community with whiskey and
poker nights,  an evening at the ball
game, a bagel brunch for new members,
and a Mitzvah Day clothing drive



It was a busy year for WRJ/Beth Israel
Sisterhood: 
Friendship, Care, and Community

For more than 100 years,  WRJ/Beth Israel Sisterhood
has helped create opportunities for connection,
service, learning, and spiritual l i fe at CBI and beyond. 

Sisterhood Brought People Together :  

Welcomed new and longtime congregants through
schmoozes, monthly meetups, Mahjong, Torah Trek,
and holiday gatherings 
Organized community-building events including a
Chanukah White Elephant exchange and the annual
Shop & Swap clothing event 
Sent care packages to college students and
supported congregants through the Bikur Cholim
Fund 
Reached more than 600 recipients through the
Sisterhood newsletter 



Sisterhood Supported Jewish Life at CBI

Donated $3,000 to the Religious School through Gift
Shop proceeds 
Sponsored and supported the Community Seder in
partnership with JFCS, serving 60 members of the
greater Portland Jewish community 
Contributed to the Women’s Seder and Cantor
Rayna Green’s installation 
Organized Sisterhood Shabbat,  provided Chanukah
candles to Religious School families,  and prepared
holiday hospitality throughout the year 

Sisterhood  Service and Social Action
Packed 100 hygiene kits for Rose Haven on Mitzvah
Day 
Donated clothing and supplies to community
partners including Rose Haven and Transition
Projects 
Participated in the Rose Haven Reigning Roses Walk 
Supported organ donation awareness programming
and local food insecurity effortst



Sisterhood Leadership and Engagement

Continued supporting Jewish camp scholarships
through donations to Camp Kalsman and Camp
Newman 
Operated and staffed the CBI Gift Shop 
Represented CBI at regional WRJ gatherings and in
Pacific District leadership



This year, CBI’s Social Action Committee
continued to turn Jewish values into
meaningful community impact through
fundraising, volunteering, advocacy, and
partnership.



We fought food insecurity:

Raising more than $75,000 for the
Robert Peltz (z”l)  High Holiday
Funds for Food thanks to the
generosity of over 190 CBI families
Allocating more than $92,000 to 14
organizations addressing food
insecurity 
Organizing annual drives for nut
butters,  school backpacks, and
menstrual products 
Continuing monthly Lift UP food
deliveries to residents of NW
Towers 



We showed up for the greater
community:
 

275 participants joined Mitzvah
Day projects across Portland 
We prepared and shared more
than 350 meals at the annual
Community Holiday Dinner with
Lift UP 
Tikkun Olam Together volunteers
served monthly at local nonprof its 
We supported “back to school”
efforts through Project Lemonade,
Rose Haven, and Schoolhouse
Supplies 



We connected and supported our
community partners:

Hosting our annual Rev. Dr.  Martin Luther
King Jr.  Shabbat and Day of Service 
Participating in Refugee Shabbat with
HIAS and community partners 
Holding our f irst joint Ramadan Iftar with
SACOO 
Marching in the Portland Pride Parade 
Sponsoring the largest team in the
Reigning Roses Walk for Rose Haven,
raising more than $12,000 
And strengthening our longstanding
partnerships with JFCS, Lift UP, Rose
Haven, Blanchet House, Project Lemonade,
Will iam Temple House, Schoolhouse
Supplies,  SACOO, and more.



Our IDEA Committee
Launched the new CBI website,  incorporating
accessibil ity best practices.
Designed a post-event survey to understand member
experiences; the f irst survey was recently administered at
Mitzvah Day.
Developed a series of speaker guidelines to create
uniform standards to support the delivery of accessible
programs.

Their Goals for Next Year Include

Implementing our updated
vision statement and
ref reshed list of priorities.
Creating training
opportunities to fortify CBI’s
effectiveness in fostering a
sense of belonging among
community members.
Partnering with other Jewish
organizations and community
groups committed to
inclusion and belonging.



CBI has been a great neighbor
this year

Co-sponsoring the annual Couch Park summer
concert series

And opening our
historic campus to
provide space for
LiftUP’s annual
retreat, NextGen
gatherings,  the
Portland Opera
Guild’s Board
Meeting, and even a
practice room for
Lincoln High School’s Color Guard!



We improved our historic
facilities:

On our Flanders Street Campus ,  we

 

 

added the
Sherry Eder Fun
Ground  as a
play area for
The Jennie and
our l ittlest
Religious School
students



To increase campus security ,  we 

added light poles to campus*

added fencing* to secure electric
infrastructure 

added fencing at the Glisan and
Flanders street stairs to l imit
neighbors using the CBI campus as
a cut through.

will  make significant security
improvements* to the CBI Plaza this
summmer (just in time for Shabbat
on the Plaza!) * funded by Nonprof it 

Security Grant Program



Under the leadership of the Cemetery
Committee and David Rosencrantz,
made some major improvements to
the Beth Israel Cemetery, including:

Repaving the cemetery pathways
and parking areas 

To increase campus security ,  our 

Safety and Security Committee and
Board of trustees regularly
evaluate campus and
communicates with law
enforcement on best practices



Under the leadership of the Cemetery
Committee and David Rosencrantz, made
some major improvements to the Beth Israel
Cemetery, including  

Removing and major
pruning of hedges
and large trees that
were overgrown
and/or not healthy

Organizing
congregational
cemetery clean up
and headstone
cleaning 



A community this colorful
deserves an evening of sparkle,
and wow did we ever get it at the
Game Show Gala!



Over the course of this glitzy, retro
evening  

one iconic host Poison Waters 
eleven Portland Treasures for our
riff  on Hollywood Squares
dozens of unflappable congregant
volunteers 
and hundreds generous donors
who helped us raise over $415,000

added up to a 
truly winning event!



PRESENTING SPONSOR

SHOWCASE SPONSORS
Michelle and Steven Gradow

Janet Hoffman and John Harland
Renee Holzman / The Holzman Foundation

Elizabeth Menashe
Sandy Lewis and James Rosenbaum

Liz Terzo and Ben Elkin

BONUS ROUND SPONSORS
Rabbi Michael Z. Cahana 

and Cantor Ida Rae Cahana
Cantor Rayna Green and Eli Green

Lynne Hana and Jason Waxman
Rabbi Rachel Joseph 

and Rebbetzin Sara Spettel

Marcy Tonkin

BIG REVEAL SPONSORS
Bonnie and Jonathan Barg
Cameron and Dick Davis

Jenat and Howard Feldman
Linda Georges

Michelle and Josh Kashinsky
Rhonda and Jim Kennedy

Susan Milstein
Judith Peterman

Leslie and Stephen Robinson
Jill Rubinstein and 

Richard Rubinstein, Jr.
Kim Rosenberg and Ira Wagner

Linda and Michael Salinsky
Sandra and Joel Seres

Jill Slansky
Martha Soltesz

Lynn and Jeff Wolfstone

FAST TRACK SPONSORS
Janice and Brad Berman

Kathy Davis-Weiner and Michael Weiner
Amy and Joshua Frankel

Sharon and Stacy Friedman
Gil Luria

Amy and Josh Remick
Libby Schwartz and Dave Smith

Amy and Paul Snyder

SPIN THE WHEEL SPONSORS
(CONTINUED)

Christie Moore and Stacy Lewis
Elizabeth and David Lippoff
Gail Mandel and Steve Klein
Joanne Van Ness Menashe

and Joe Menashe
Leslie and Scott Newman

Sarah and Ryan Pitman
Gayle and Paul Romain

Diane and David Rosencrantz
Tiffany and Eric Rosenfeld

Sally Rosenfeld and Andrew Frank Fund of OJCF
Marti and John Rosenthal

Bunny and Jerry Sadis
Kim Schneiderman and Dan Sharp

Ava Schoen and Ben Hartman
Denise and Jamie Shulman
Southwest Portland Dental

Lynn Tobias and Chester Edwards
Cheryl Tonkin

Joanne and Bill Treuhauft
Bianca and Tony Urdes

Sharon Weil
Nancy and Ron Wyden
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Margie and Michael Anton
Sydney Baer

David and Marah Bean
Karen Blauer and Dvora Mencher and Shemaya Blauer
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Suzanne Bonamici and Michael Simon
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Debbie and Lance Caldwell
Mandi and Stuart Chestler

Ilene and Jim Davidson
Bonnie and Barry Davis

Ned Duhnkrack and James Monteith
Sarah and John Epstein
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Leslie and Richard Geller
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Tiffany and David Goldwyn
Susan Graber and Bill June

Meryl and Gordon Haber
Dori and Rabbi Sam Joseph



Joy Alkalay*
Anonymous

William* and Sydney Baer
Carole Barkley

Monte and Frances Bettman*
Steven and Patricia Bilow

Philip and Fay Blank*
Henry and Gerel Blauer*

George and Harriet Bodner*
Lynn Bonner

Howard and Raquel Byer
Rabbi Michael and

Cantor Ida Rae Cahana
Lance and Deborah Caldwell

Bernard Carr*
Mandi and Stuart Chestler

Daniel J. and Elizabeth O. Cohn*
Edward* and Margery Cohn

Marcia Colton
Roger and Midge Cone

James and Ilene Davidson
Sylvia Davidson*
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Susan Diamond
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Ned Duhnkrack
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Stuart and Leah Durkheimer*

Lester Eisendorf*
Judith Ann Epstein*
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Jen and Howard Feldman
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Life and Legacy at CBI

Thomas and May Georges*
William and Shirley Gittelsohn*

Richard and Beth Glassman
Maurice* and Ilene Goldberg

Arthur and Martha Goldsmith*
David and Tiffany Goldwyn

Douglas and Lila* Goodman
Michelle and Steve Gradow

Nancy Green*
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Celia Heims*
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Benjamin* and Janice Isenberg

Rabbi Rachel L. Joseph
James and Rhonda Kennedy
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Anese and Bernard Klein*
Charles and Lois Koteen
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Theodore D. Lachman*
Robert and Sally Landauer

Gerald and Evelyn Leshgold*
Glen and Lisa Levy

Joan Lindholm*
David and Beverly Lipman*
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Arnold Maizels*
Richard and Harriet Maizels
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Lynn L. Marks

Barry and Susan Menashe
Joanne Van Ness Menashe

 and Joe Menashe
Ruben* and Elizabeth Menashe

Robert and Robin Mesher
Alan and Lana Miller

Edith O. Miller*
Lloyd and Beverly Miller*

Ted Nelson and Curt* Shaffstall
Robert Neuberger*
Jeanne Newmark

John and Hulda Neustadter*
Kenneth and Debra Novack

Jackie and Burton* Nudelman
Victor Nudelman*

Henry* and Nancy Oseran
Raymond and Dorothy Packouz*

Mark* and Judy Peterman
Randie and Mark Peterson

Robert and Rita Philip
Harold* and Jane Pollin

Gerald and Lois Poplack*
Anita Reinhorn*

Philip and Dorothy Reiter*
Laurie and Bert Rogoway

Gayle Romain
Millard and Carolyn Rosenblatt*
David and Diane Rosencrantz

Alan* and Eve Rosenfeld
Lloyd B. Rosenfeld*

Sally Rosenfeld and Andrew Frank
Tiffany and Eric Rosenfeld
John and Marti Rosenthal

Lawrence Rosenthal*
Franklin Rosumny

Richard and Deanne Rubinstein
Arnold* and Rose Rustin

Hal Ruthizer*
Bunny and Jerry Sadis
Ken and Loree Sakai
Benjamin Sandler 

and Laura Jamerson
Jeaneatta “Rusty” Sautter*

Norman and Elaine Savinar*
Ralph and Bernice Schlesinger*

Harold and Arlene Schnitzer*
Harold and Arlene Schnitzer*: CARE Foundation

Leonard and Lois Schnitzer*
Manuel and Edith Schnitzer*

Sandra Schnitzer
Herbert* and Shirley Semler

Ruth and Larry Semler*
Joel Seres and Sandra Lamer Seres

Christopher Setzer
Douglas and Dorothy* Sherman

Estelle Director Sholkoff*
Laura Silverman

Michael Simon and Suzanne Bonamici
Milton and Marilyn Singer*

Jill Newman Slansky
Mortimer and Alice Mary Solomon*
Richard Solomon and Alyce Flitcraft

Ladislao* and Martha Soltesz
Ruth Spear*

Bruce Spiegel*
Arthur Steinhorn

Frances Stern*
Naomi Strauss

Marvin* and Gloria Swire
Ron* and Marcy Tonkin
Bianca and Tony Urdes

Robert P. Weil*
Joella Werlin and Robert* Autrey

Isam and Rose White*
Jeff and Lynn Wolfstone

Jennifer and Kenneth Zeidman
Jerome and Zelda Zeidman*

Alan* and Janet Zell

*of blessed memory







Whether you joined us for a concert ,  a
class,  a parade, a potluck, or a service,  
thank you for being a part of our
community.
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